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The American Policy of Containment  
 

The United States, which had emerged as a superpower following World War II, took on the task 

of limiting communist expansion during the Cold War – a policy known as containment. The goal of 

containment was to confine communism to the area in which it already existed (the Soviet Union 

and Eastern European satellite nations). Containment did not aim to get rid of communism in 

Eastern Europe, but instead sought to keep it from spreading. 
 

“Step on it, Doc!” 

 
 

1. What is containment?            

                

2. How is communism being portrayed in the cartoon? Why?      

                

3. What is the vulture carrying? What does this mean?       

                

4. How is the US Congress depicted in the cartoon? Why?      

                

5. Where are the Congress and communism going?          

6. Explain the title of the cartoon in your own words.       
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Containment in Europe 

          

 During the Cold War, American leaders responded to the threat of communism by developing 

a policy of       . 

-              

              

1. Truman Doctrine (1947) 

a. Communism threatened           

b. President Truman           

              

c. Truman promised           

              

2. The Marshall Plan (1948) – George Marshall was Truman’s Secretary of State 

a. Promised a program of economic aid        

              

3. NATO – North Atlantic Treaty Organization (1949) 

a. Formed             

b. Purpose:             

c. Soviet Reaction:            

 Eastern European countries such as East Germany, Czechoslovakia, 

Romania, Hungary, Bulgaria, Poland, and Albania were aided by the 

Soviet Union 
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The Second Red Scare 
Directions: You must HIGHLIGHT and ANNOTATE where you found your answers and then 

answer all questions in the space provided. 

 

As the Cold War between the Soviet Union and the United States 

intensified in the late 1940s and early 1950s, hysteria over the 

perceived threat posed by Communists in the U.S. became known as 

the Second Red Scare. Communists were often referred to as “Reds” 

for their allegiance to the red Soviet flag. The Second Red Scare 

led to a range of actions that had a profound and enduring effect on 

U.S. government and society. Federal employees were analyzed to 

determine whether they were sufficiently loyal to the government, 

and the House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC), as well as 

U.S. Senator Joseph R. McCarthy, investigated allegations of 

treasonous elements in the government and the Hollywood film 

industry. The climate of fear and repression linked to the Second 

Red Scare finally began to ease by the late 1950s. 

 

Following World War II (1939-1945), the 

democratic United States and the 

communist Soviet Union became engaged in 

a series of largely political and economic 

clashes known as the Cold War. The intense 

rivalry between the two superpowers raised 

concerns in the United States that 

Communists inside America might actively 

work as Soviet spies and pose a threat to 

U.S. security. 

 

Such ideas were not totally unfounded. The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) had long 

carried out espionage activities inside America with the aid of U.S. citizens, particularly during 

World War II. As apprehension & fear about Soviet influence grew as the Cold War heated up, 

U.S. leaders decided to take action. On March 21, 1947, President Harry S. Truman issued 

Executive Order 9835, also known as the Loyalty Order, which mandated that all federal 

employees be analyzed to determine whether they were sufficiently loyal to the government. 

Truman’s loyalty program was a startling development for a country that prized the concepts of 

personal liberty and freedom of political organization. Yet it was only one of many questionable 

activities that occurred during the period of anticommunist hysteria known as the Red Scare.  

 



One of the pioneering efforts to investigate 

communist activities took place in the U.S. House 

of Representatives, where the House Un-

American Activities Committee (HUAC) was 

formed in 1938. HUAC’s investigations frequently 

focused on exposing Communists working inside 

the federal government or rebellious elements 

working in the Hollywood film industry, and the 

committee gained new momentum following World 

War II, as the Cold War began. Under pressure 

from the negative publicity aimed at their studios, movie executives created blacklists that 

barred suspected radicals from employment; similar lists were also established in other 

industries. Blacklisted workers and entertainers found themselves out of work and it became 

impossible for them to find work once they had been placed on one of the infamous blacklists, 

thus destroying many people’s lives.  

 

Another congressional investigator, U.S. Senator Joseph R. McCarthy 

of Wisconsin, became the person most closely associated with the 

anticommunist crusade and with its excesses. McCarthy used hearsay 

and intimidation to establish himself as a powerful and feared figure 

in American politics. He leveled charges of disloyalty at celebrities, 

intellectuals and anyone who disagreed with his political views, costing 

many of his victims their reputations and jobs. Starting in 1950, 

Republican senator Joseph McCarthy of Wisconsin began making 

charges of Communist influence in the US government.  His attacks increased over the next 

several years, ruining the reputations of thousands of Americans.  The practice of ruining a person 

by making false charges became known as McCarthyism. Many Americans began to fear that 

Communists were working in Hollywood, in government and maybe even in their own backyard. In 

the spring of 1954, McCarthy met his downfall during the Senate Army-McCarthy hearings.  

During the hearings, McCarthy made wild and unfounded accusations of Communist influence in 

the military.  On national television, he abused witnesses and at times seemed out of control.  

Finally, the legal counsel for the army, Joseph Welch, shot back, saying, “Have you no decency 

sir?” McCarthy’s behavior appalled most Americans and spelled the end of his power.   

 

The FBI and its longtime director, J. Edgar Hoover, aided many of the 

legislative investigations of communist activities. An ardent anticommunist, 

Hoover had been a key player in an earlier, though less pervasive, Red Scare 

in the years following World War I (1914-1918), which is often referred to 

as the First Red Scare. With the dawning of the new anticommunist crusade 

in the late 1940s, Hoover’s agency compiled extensive files on suspected 

subversives through the use of wiretaps, surveillance and the infiltration of 

targeted groups.  



The information obtained by the FBI proved essential in high-

profile legal cases, including the 1949 conviction of 12 prominent 

leaders of the American Communist Party on charges that they had 

advocated the overthrow of the government. Moreover, Hoover’s 

agents helped build the case against Julius Rosenberg and his wife, 

Ethel Rosenberg, who were convicted of espionage in 1951 and 

executed two years later. Julius and Ethel Rosenberg were United 

States citizens and members of the American Communist Party who 

were executed on June 19, 1953 after being convicted of 

committing espionage for the Soviet Union. They were accused of transmitting nuclear weapon 

designs to the Soviet Union; at that time the United States was the only country with nuclear 

weapons. They were also accused of providing top-secret information about radar, sonar, and jet 

propulsion engines to the USSR. 

 

Public concerns about communism were heightened by 

international events. In 1949, the Soviet Union successfully 

tested a nuclear bomb and communist forces led by Mao 

Zedong took control of China. The following year saw the start 

of the Korean War, which engaged U.S. troops in combat 

against the communist-supported forces of North Korea. The 

advances of communism around the world convinced many U.S. citizens that there was a real 

danger of “Reds” taking over their own country. Figures such as McCarthy and Hoover fanned the 

flames of fear by wildly exaggerating that possibility. 

 

1. Explain what the Second Red Scare was and when it occurred.      

               

                

2. What does HUAC stand for?            

3. Following WWII, what concerns were raised in the US?      

                

4. What is the USSR?             

5. Explain what Executive Order 9835 did.         

               

                

6. What did HUAC’s investigations focus on?        

                



7. What were blacklists? How did they affect people’s lives?      

               

                

8. Who was Joseph McCarthy? What did he do?        

               

               

                

9. What is McCarthyism?           

                

10. What happened during the Senate Army-McCarthy hearings?     

               

                

11. Who was J. Edgar Hoover? How did he influence the Second Red Scare?    

               

                

12. What did the FBI do in 1949?          

                

13. Who were Julius and Ethel Rosenberg? Explain what they did and what happened to them. 

               

               

                

14. What international events heightened Americans’ concerns?      

               

                

       


